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Detailed Office Action 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application 
is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 2, 2006 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-28 and 30 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. The analysis under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, requires that the scope of 
protection sought be supported by the specification disclosure. The pertinent inquiries include 
determining (1) whether the subject matter defined in the claims is described in the specification 
and (2) whether the specification disclosure as a whole is to enable one skilled in the art to make 
and use the claimed invention. 
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(1) Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The "invention" for the purpose of the first paragraph analysis is defined by the claims. 
The description requirement is simply that the claimed subject matter must be described in the 
specification. The function of the description requirement is to ensure that the applicant had 
possession of the invention on the filing date of the application. The application need not 
describe the claim limitations exactly, but must be sufficiently clear for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to recognize that the applicant's invention encompasses the recited limitations. The 
description requirement is not met if the application does not expressly or inherently disclose the 
claimed invention. 

Specification does not explicitly describe nor is sufficiently clear for one of ordinary skill 
in art to recognize the following steps as recited in claim 1 and others independent claims 1 1 , and 
21: 

• Reversing all transactions on the computing device that occurred since the prior 
synchronization; 

• importing the extracted records after reversing all transactions on the computing device 
that occurred since the prior synchronization. 

Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, and 21-25 are unclear that the one ordinarily skilled in the art cannot 
recognize the encompassed claim limitations. Especially, limitations of independent claims are 
not found supported by the specification of this instant application. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



6. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Littleton et al., (hereinafter Littleton) Publication No. US 2003/0023759A1. 



7. Regarding independent claims 1, (exemplary independent claim 1), Littleton 
discloses the invention as claimed, Littleton discloses including a method to 
synchronizing a computing device and a server, comprising; receiving a record 
extraction sequence ID from the server [see paragraph 0019] (The server 106 
includes web pages 136 to allow clients 142, 144 connected via the Internet to 
interact with and selectively configure their telephone provisioning features. The 
server 106 uses a server application 138 to receive client inputs and to maintain a 
database 140 based on information (e.g., telephone provisioning related data) 
received from the clients); comparing the received record extraction sequence ID 
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from the server with a record extraction sequence ID obtained during a prior 
synchronization [see paragraph 003 2] (a record is read in during synchronization 
process, a checksum value is computed for that record and is compared with one 
of the checksum values contained in the map files that is associated with same 
record identification number to determine if the record has been modified since 
the previous synchronization)', reversing all transactions on the computing device 
that occurred since the prior synchronization, extracting records from database 
that have changed since the prior synchronization that are relevant to the 
computing device that have been changed since a prior synchronization {included 
in the list of records that came down initially from the server, the telephone- 
provisioning conduit will request that those records be fetched from the server 
database. In the slow synchronization mode, all records from the server database 
are read by the telephone-provisioning conduit.) [see paragraph 0026] if the 
record extraction sequence ID matches a previously obtained record extraction 
sequence ID, wherein the extracted records are not already stored on the 
computing device [see paragraph 0032] {the checksum values contained in the 
map files that is associated with same record identification number to determine if 
the record has been modified since the previous synchronization. If the checksum 
value of a record does not match the checksum value in the map files, the record 
will be presumed to be modified. If the identification number of a record does not 
match any of the entries contained in the map files, the record will be presumed to 
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be new. During this synchronization process, the map files get updated with 
computed checksum values of the modified and new records). 

i 

8. Regarding dependent claims 2, Littleton discloses the invention as claimed, 
further comprising: logging-in to the server from the computing device, wherein 
the computing device is a handheld device[see fig.l PDA 102); and retrieving a 
persistent node ID from the server for the handheld device [see paragraph 0019] 
(The server 106 includes web pages 136 to allow clients 142, 144 connected via 
the Internet to interact with and selectively configure their telephone provisioning 
features. The server 106 uses a server application 138 to receive client inputs and 
to maintain a database 140 based on information (e.g., telephone provisioning 
related data) received from the clients), 

9. Regarding dependent claims 3, Littleton discloses the invention as claimed further 
comprising retrieving one or more views from the server that are not already on 
the handheld devices; and retrieving one or more business objects from the server 
that are not already on the handheld device [see paragraph 0025] (because 
retrieving records from the PDA is faster than retrieving records from the server 
database, the telephone-provisioning conduit 122 will retrieve all records from 
the PDA database. Then in block 320, the records from the server database 140 
are read and stored locally on the PC). 
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10. Regarding dependent claims 4, Littleton discloses the invention as claimed, 
further comprising: processing transactions on the server; and retrieving one or 
more events from the server that are not already on the handheld device from the 
server [see paragraph 0029] (the dirty flags are used to determine which records 
need to be updated or created in the other device and once the synchronization 
process has been completed, the dirty flags are then cleared). 

11. Regarding dependent claims 5, Littleton discloses the invention as claimed, 
further comprising: retrieving a PDA repository associated with the handheld 
device from the server [see paragraph, 0025] (In one implementation, because 
retrieving records from the PDA is faster than retrieving records from the server 
database, the telephone-provisioning conduit 122 will retrieve all records from 
the PDA database. Then in block 320, the records from the server database J 40 
are read and stored locally on the PC). 

12. Claims 7-10 have similar limitation as claims 2-5;Therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale. 

13. Regarding independent claim 6, Littleton discloses the invention as claimed, 
Littleton discloses including a method for synchronizing a handheld device to a 
server, comprising: receiving transactions from the handheld device, processing 
the transactions received from the handheld device [see paragraph 0019] (The 
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server 106 includes web pages 136 to allow clients 142, 144 connected via the 
Internet to interact with and selectively configure their telephone provisioning 
features. The server 106 uses a server application 138 to receive client inputs and 
to maintain a database 140 based on information (e.g., telephone provisioning 
related data) received from the clients); providing a record extraction sequence 
ID to the handheld device from the server after processing the transaction 
received from the handheld device; extracting records from a database that have 
changed since a prior synchronization and that are relevant to the handheld device 
[see paragraph 0032](a record is read in during synchronization process, a 
checksum value is computed for that record and is compared with one of the 
checksum values contained in the map files that is associated with same record 
identification number to determine if the record has been modified since the 
previous synchronization); if the record extraction sequence ID matches a 
previously obtained record extraction sequence ID; and providing the extracted 
records to the handheld device [see paragraph 0032] (the checksum values 
contained in the map files that is associated with same record identification 
number to determine if the record has been modified since the previous 
synchronization. If the checksum value of a record does not match the checksum 
value in the map files, the record will be presumed to be modified. If the 
identification number of a record does not match any of the entries contained in 
the map files, the record will be presumed to be new. During this synchronization 
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process, the map files get updated with computed checksum values of the modified 
and new records) . 

14. Claims 1 1-20 list all the same elements of claims 1-10, but in system form rather 
than method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 
1-10 applies equally as well to claims 1 1-20. 

15. Claims 21-30 all the same elements of claims 1-10, but in system form rather than 
method form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 1-10 
applies equally as well to claims 21-30. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-28 and 30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's 
arguments include the failure of previously applied art to expressly disclose (see 
Applicant's response, Dated October 2, 2006). It is evident from the detailed 
mappings found in the above rejection(s) that Littleton disclosed this 
functionality. Further, it is clear from the numerous teachings (currently cited) 
that the provision for receiving a record extraction sequence ID from the server; 
and comparing the received record extraction sequence ID from the server with a 
record extraction sequence ID obtained during a prior synchronization, if the 
record extraction sequence ID matches a previously obtained record extraction 
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sequence ID, wherein the extracted records are not already stored on the 



computing device, was widely implemented in the networking art. Thus, 



Applicant's arguments drawn toward distinction of the claimed invention and the 



prior art teachings on this point are not considered persuasive. 



Conclusion 



17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



3929. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:30. 



January 16, 2007 




WILLIAM WttfSHN/S 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




